








Ultimately, permission for the new house was granted and
building work started along with the usual, but anticipated,
problems of rain, snow, mud, and the process of finding
and employing good tradesmen. Deep foundations were
completed in September 2002 - the same day that Malcolm
and Maxine discovered that the proposal for the redundant
bypass had been resurrected, and was potentially going to be
built just a few feet away from their new home.

“We spent the next couple of years deliberating about what
to do,” says Maxine. “In the end we fought against the bypass
and won the battle at a public enquiry. Plans for the new road
were scrapped and we were finally able to carry on with our

build, but fighting the decision had taken a huge amount of
our time, money and energy.”

By now the couple's daughter Eve (now seven) had been
born and the family continued to live in their two bedroom
mebile home, Malcolm divided his time between running his
lighting business and building the house - getting involved
with every stage of the work.

"We assembled a good dircle of specialists, and while
Maxine concentrated on the design work and interiors
= planning the kitchen and bathrooms - [ proceeded with the
building,” he says. "As a tradesman myself, | was fully involved
and project managed the build, which included sourcing »

ABOVE: Flag-
stones dug

up on the site
have been laid
over underfloor
heating in the
formal dining
room, which is
furnished with
adining table
dating from
1535,

FAR LEFT:
French doors
open onto a rear
terrace from the
oak framed
octagonal
garden room.
LEFT: A huge
fireplace was
constructed

in the formal,
beamed
drawing room.
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Mualeslm §... top tip
“Time scales and budgets can’t be set
in stone, no matter how hard you try.
There will always be unforeseen delays
and expenses, but as long as you're
prepared that things won't always run
smoothly you'll be able to cope.”

and ordering materials. The fact that the oak frame for the
house was made on site, rather than being supplied as a kit,
only added to the complexity of the project.”

Around 180 tonnes of green oak were imported from
France for the enormous frame, which is exposed both
internally and externally and was hand-crafted and
assembled using mortise and tenon joints with oak pegs.

The couple had initially approached an oak-framing
company about supplying and erecting a frame, but
ultimately they saved a significant sum of money by paying
specialist joiners to build the frame for them on site. Malcolm
and Maxine even bought a second mobile home for their
carpenter to live in while he was working on the frame,
which took just under 10 months to complete.

Handmade bricks and clay roof tles, oak and fagstone floors
and hand-crafted oak-framed windows were chosen to give the
house a mellow, aged effect. “The imported oak was planed, cut
to size and pre-drilled ready to be laid as wide floorboards - it was
a real labour of love,” says Malcolm, who also crafted decorative
ironmongery and numerous light fittings in his workshop.

In May 2005 the couple’s son Harry was born, which meant
that the mobile home was growing increasingly crowded. It
took a further two years to complete the house but eventually,
in 2007, the Coxes could finally move into the new Poachers
Retreat with a huge sigh of relief. Any kind of building work
is demanding, but constructing a 600m? house, a two-storey
garage block and an oak-framed workshop for Malcolm's
business had proved an epic undertaking,

“Unless you've done something similar, the amount of
hardship involved cannot be appreciated — working 100 hours
a week; not only week in week out, but vear in year out,” says
Maxine. “We'd only ever planned to live in a caravan for two

vears at the most, but afler seven years we'd grown used to being
in a small space. In fact Eve was distraught to walch the only
home she'd ever known being towed away down the drive.”
Now, instead of a damp and elderly mobile home the
family could luxuriate in their very own country mansion.
Ground floor reception rooms are organised around the
impressive double-height galleried hallway, and include a
formal drawing room with a huge open fireplace, a traditional
dining room with underfloor heating beneath flagstone
flooring, and a comfortable oak panelled sitting room. 3

The kitchen is
fitted with an
extensive range
of light maple
units with granite
work surfaces
and a large
central island
unit. An adjacent
utility room and
pantry have
been fitted with
matching units.
The impressive
master bedroom
is furnished with
a reproduction
four poster

bed beneath a
vaulted, oak-
timbered ceiling.
Stairs from the
bedroom lead
up to the
dressing room
with a range of
solid oak fitted
cupboards and
drawers.
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new build | oak frame

Argon-filled double glazing and high levels of insulation ensure that
the house remains comiortable all year round, and the gas bill for 2008
was just £278 for the entire year - including all the family’s cooking, For
Malcolm, though, the greatest pleasure came from enjoying a long, hot

shower after living with just a bath in the mobile home for so many years.

The project had taken its toll financially, however, and the Coxes
were left with a difficult decision. “Like most people we have a
mortgage, and although we originally envisaged Poachers Retreat as
our home for life we realised that selling it and building again would
leave us mortgage free,” says Malcolm.

The house was placed on the market in October 2007, at the point
when the property market started to slide — eventually collapsing
during 2008.The guide price of £3 million was appearing increasingly
difficult to achieve, but Malcolm and Maxine came up with an unusual
solution: offering the house as first prize in a competition.

After spending several months setting up what is probably the
world's biggest ‘win a house’ competition, the Coxes invited TV's Chris
Tarrant to help launch the scheme in September 2009. The couple
hope to raise £3.75 million by selling 150,000 tickets at £25 each. In
turn, they'll share £100,000 among four charities, including the Lord's
Taverners, of which Tarrant is the president.

"We could never have afforded to buy an cak-framed house of
this size and quality without self-building,” says Malcolm. "As far as
the future goes, we will be able to repay our mortgage and, as any
selibuilder will understand, we start all over again. Only this time we’ll
hopefully be mortgage free!”

FINAL THOUGHTS

WHAT WAS THE LOW POINT OF THE PROJECT?

Standing in two foot deep mud trying to get the JCB out of a
waterlogged hole wasn't particularly pleasant. Meither was
re-connecting the old sewerage pipe from the mobile home when
the groundwaorker accidentally dug it up.

..AND THE HIGH POINT?

1 enjoyed the roofing work ~ it was extremely satisfying using a Stihl
saw to make the perfect angles. We've had some nice compliments
about the quality of the workmanship since it's been finished.
WHAT WAS YOUR BEST BUY?

We spent years visiting antiques shops around the country to buy
suitable picces of furniture. Our dining room table dates back to
1535 and was for sale at £30,000 - we offered £18,000, which is
what we paid — but it has since been valued at in excess of £50,000!
AND YOUR BIGGEST EXTRAVAGANCE?

There's a Bisque radiator in the kitchen which cost £1,100.
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THE BOTTOM LINE
Malcolm and Maxine paid
£210,000 for their plot in
1998, together with the
derelict cottage which
stood on the land. They
spent a further £500,000
building their 600m?* new
house, which was valued

THE FLOOR PLAN

The accommodation is organised around a double height hallway,

and includes a ground floor drawing room, dining room, sitting room,
kitchen/breakfast room and an octagonal garden room. Upstairs are four
bedraoms, two bathrooms and an en suite, with two attic style bedrooms
and dressing roem on the second floor.

USEFUL CONTACTS '.

B Roof tiles Marley Eternit: 01283 722588,

www. marleyveternit, co.uk

M Sanitarywara Roca: 01530 830080, www.roca-uk.com

W Dak supply Grouazel (France): D033 299 988 115,
www.grouazel.fr

B Building materials Selco: 0121415 7270, www.selcobw.com
B Tiles CTD Tile Distribution; 0121 433 8787, www.ctdtiles.co.uk
M Glazing Solaglas: 02476 547400, www.solaglas.co.uk

B Boiler Keston Boilers: 0208 462 0262, www.keston.co.uk

B Insulation Kingspan Insulation: 0870 850 8555,

ww'w. kingspan.com

¥ Decorative hardware Louis Fraser: 0845 003 7522,

woww louisfraserco.uk

M Shower enclosures, radiaters and cabinets H5K Showers:
01283 584996, www.hsk-showers.com

® Insulation supplier Warren Insulation: 02476 644373,
www.warren,couuk

M Appliances Smeg; 0844 557 0070, www.smegretro.couk

B Home insurance Higos Insurance: D845 241 6130, www.higos.co.uk
B Electrical wholesaler CEF (City Electrical Factors): www.cef.couk
B Brass beds Original Bedstead Company: 020 73511955,
waw.obc-uk net

CHANCE TO WIN £3M HOUSE!

Entry into the competition costs £25. For more details visit:
www.winathreemillionpoundhome.com





