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mao tchen ls everylhing
Is close ta hand,' says Bridget,
lkza's (0845 358 3344, (keb.com]’
Varge worklop, £50% s also solid cok
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DECORATING TIP ‘| WANTED OUR SITTING ROOM TO FEEL WARM AND SUNNY, 50 [ USED
YELLOWS AND GOLDS, PLUS THE DELICIOUS HONEY TONE OF PINE TO CREATE THE LOOK’

i | SITTING ROOM
gl Every Inch of space counts

In Bridget's cosy coltage, so
_placing the desk in an alcove
created a neat and fidy office.

Desk cnd'sideboard, both €150, Ralo
Boutique (0113 278 2653), Little Greene's
(0845 880 5855, thelittiegreena.com|
-~ Daffodil ultimatt emulsion, £31 for 2.5

Iiftes; Is o compatabla walleo
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GUEST LODGE
Bridget kept some of
the stone walls exposed,
buf insulated the remaining
surfaces to keep the
place nice and toasty,

For a similar white-finished
bedstead, fry Timolin in Glossy
Ivory, from 359, Original
Bedstead Company (020

7351 1955, obc-uk.nef]

After living in @ home with a tiny garden, Bridget Baldwin was keen
for her two children to enjoy more outdoor space, But she could never
have imagined linding such a pretty period property, with its own
outbulldings and a one-and-a-half acre paddock overlooking

miles of rolling countryside. Bridget tells us how her luck changed...

% CAN YOU RECALL YOUR FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THIS PLACE?
Q | couldn’t believe the size of the garden at ihe back, It just
seamed to go on and on - perfect for the children 1o play In. It wasn't just
the garden that surprised me - the cotioge was deceptively spacious,
too. Although the ground floor consists just of a dining room and kitchan,
the stairs lead to an expansiva first floor, which includes o sitting room,
bathroom and the master bedroom. There was also an attic that hod
bean converted info two odditional bedooms.

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE COTTAGE ITSELF - DID IT NEED UPDATING?
The bullding and Iis location were amazing, but the inlerior feif sad and
neglectad, and certainly needed some pepping up. The coffoge was
deconted in dark, gloomy fonas and oll the floboands were coverad In

Q YOUR NEED FOR A LARGE GARDEN HAD OBVIOUSLY BEEN MET,

L
—

threadbare campets. In addition, the bathroom fittings were antiquoied
- In fact, the entiie house was ripe for renovation, | olso wonted fo make
use of an cutbullding, by turning it info a guest lodge.

Initicily, we shipped all the wallpaper, then cleaned the
cottoge from top o botiom. Getling a new bathroom was a priority,
50 wa used the facilities in the pub next door while we replumbed
the house. All of our nelghbours have been fantastic since we anived
hare - everyona is 50 helplul. We had fo live without water tor our first
few weeks in the house, and the cooker we inhefited with the coftage
was In such poor condifion that | prepared our meals on a camping
stove unfil we could find a suitable replacement.

Q WHAT DID YOU DO WHEN YOU FIRST MOVED IN?

DID THE CHILDREN SETTLE IN FROM THE START?
Q Thankfully, Jared and Rose thought it was one big adveniure. | didn't
hove a huge budge! 1o play with and had fo do much of the work myself,
put the kids were always prepared to join in whemever they could,
Because of the financlal constrainis, | fied 1o use whot was already In the
cattage rather than buy new things just for the sake of It. For example, »
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19TH-CENTURY COTTAGE

wa accessed the atfic vio o lodder left by the previous owner, 50 Jored
and Rose thought it wos great fun 1o scurry up and down to thealr rooms.

DID YOU HAVE A GRAND SCHEME?
Q That's not really my style - the cottage has aevolved rather than
developed to a rigid plan. One day I'd be instaliing some tongue-
and-groove panelling, wihile on another I'd suddenly think, "Coh. | have
a spare hour, I'H just paint the kitchen of put up another shell’, When we
first moved in, we found fots of scaffolding boards in the yard - most of
which hove been used for shelves - and any pleces of fumiture thot were
oo Dig 1o fit upstairs were cut in half and reassembled. But despite this
rather haophazard woy of warking, I'm rother pleased with fhe result

) WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST CHALLENGE?

The biggest job was making the gues! lodge habitable. In recent
years, I've lfoced o few personal rogedies, but my fiends and family
have been incredibly supportive. 5o it was very Important to have
someawhete for them fo stay. | wanted to offer them o worm and
comforfable environment, and the lodge was the perfect ploce.

ARE THERE ANY OTHER CHANGES YOU HAVYE IN MIND?

Now the house Is finished, | want fo concentrate on the garden,
We're already nurtuting the fruit frees we've planfed al the bottom
of the field. And thene's always the children’s freehouse to maintaind
Wa all adore living here. As well os baing a perfect ploce to raise my
children, It's o wonderful working homae for a working mum, All that's left
fo do s to fill the cotfoge with more and more hoppy meamaories, m

MASTER BEDROOM
Red accents enliven fhis neutral scheme,

dimilar check fabric, Sutfolk Peony, €19.50 par
metre, lan Mankin (020 7722 0997, lanmankln,

co.uk], Kimberley Dawn's (01752 B44168,
kimberey-dawn-cushlonsico.uk) Flomal Heart
cushlon, £14, would not seem out of place hera

BATHROOM ,
The lovely old door adds a unique tauchs

Bridget bought her sanitaryware and fittings
from B&E (0845 50F 6488, diy.com|: the
company’s Monfogue padestal basin,
£.220, and Classic basin tops, £49 par pair,

are nearidentical 1o/ these traditional designs






