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Child’s play

Buy great children's bedroom
furniture at the click of a mouse

ASPACE (0845872 2400; aspace
uk.com) has fantastic co-ordinating
bedroom furniture ranges for boys and
girls, and If you're kitting out a room for
a new arrival, there”s also a nursery range,
All the pleces are made from sustainable
wood in natural or painted finishes

GREAT LITTLE TRADING CO

(0844 BLE 6000, gitc.co.uk) has
great furniture for children. We love the
Lazzari modular units, from E30, which can
be customised with coloured fabric
drawers In various shapes and sizes

MOLLY-MEG (07971691327,

molly-meg.com) specialises in mini
versions of design classics for style-sowy
parents. There's everything from balny
Bertoiachairs to child-sized Crsaling seats
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Lrealised that.you
should tellyour builders
if you're not happy with

sametnhing.-They'may
gel.a bit upset; but
ultimately you have to'be
happy with the endresalt

ARCHIE'S BEDRDOM Julie chose quirky bus
and soldier wallpaper teamed with Union Jack
accessories to create a fun feel in this room
Walls painted in Forbidden Fruit matt emulsion,
£17 .98 for 2 5itr, B&Q. For similar wallpaper, try
Lizzie Allen's Red Buses and Black Cabs, £95 per
rol, Pedlars. Rug, £55, Greatl Little Trading Co, For
similar toy car, try Jalopy, £ 125, Pedalcar.ong.uk
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e 8 MAIN BEDROOM The fireplace had been taken
out of this reom, so Julie and Leigh bought a
cast-iron one to replace it. They also added the
same style of shutters they have in the living
room to maximise privacy while letting light in
Fireplace, £1,000, Mr Wandle’s Workshop. Provencnl
dressing table and stool set, £900, Loura Ashley

needed to do to the place. The first jobs we
tackled were removing the ghastly wood-chip
paper covering the ceilings, replastering

the walls and knocking through the wall
separating two main reception reoms to
create one large grown-up living room.

“We also wanted to have a big open-plan
kitchen, dining and family room at the rear
of the house, which would become the focal
point of our home for friends and family.

We took out the exterior wall, which had
French windows leading to the garden, and
replaced it with bi-fold glass doors along the
whole wall. It's now an incredibly bright
space and brings the garden into our home
whatever the time of vear’

The couple wanted to keep the decoration
sympathetic with the period of the house,
making the most of the original features, sucl
as ceiling roses, cornicing and fireplaces, but
Julie also wanted to add modern twists and
ensure evervthing was practical for Archie.

The Cottiers chose a local builder who
was experienced in renovating period houses
and found he was a mine of information,
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A _ : ! with lots of handy contacts, He was able to
— = recommend experts who could restore all the
= . original features and make items to match,
= such as missing sections of cornicing. The
¥ couple also had a fireplace added to the main

bedroom and restored two others, including
the one in Archie’s bedroom.,

“In the end, the whole refurbishment took
four months and was rather stressful, as we
lived on site the whole time; says Julie. "We
did plan our holidays around key times, like
when the kitehen was being ripped out 3
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and the new one was being fitted, but it was
difficult. If we could have afforded it, we
wiotlld have moved out, especially when the
eeilings had to come down and the workmen
were all covered in thick, black soot.

Julie was delighted with her builders and
felt that she learned a lot from them. 'I realised
that you should tell them if you're not happy
with something, she savs. “They may get a bit
upset, but ultimately you have to be happy
with the end result!

Despite all the upheaval, Julie loves her
new-look home, although she'd think twice
about project-managing again. ‘We overspent
on furnishings and fixtures, mainly because
we hadn't realised just how much furniture
was going to be needed to fill this house!

However, the couple haven't finished work
on the property vet. “We still have the loft
bedroom to do, which curiously has a
freestanding loo in it) says Julie. ‘At some
point, we want to make it into a proper guest
room with an en suite, 1'd also like to change
the first-floor bathroom. The previous owners :
had replaced it just before we moved in, so we . =
felt we should make the most of it, but it’s not M The previous owners hnq just
really to our taste, It will take a hit more time, throom before the

but eventually our home will be finished! @ lers: a the couple simply -

~freshened it up with a coat of paint
Lazy Blue Kitchen & Bathroom matt
emulsion, £14.49 far 2.5ty Homebase.

_ Rose toweis; £14 each, Cath Kidston

STUDY AREA Julie made the most of space on the
first-floor landing by turning it into a study area
Walls painted in Morning Light matt emulsion, £19.99
for 2.50tr, Light & Space range, Dulux. Bramiey desk, £800,
Lawrra Ashley, Union Jack chair, £545, Jane Homsby
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Julie’s address book

@ ARGOS 0345 640 3030,
angos.co.uk =

@ BEQ 0845 609 6688
diy.com =

@ BHS 0845 196 0000;
bhs.couk B

@ CATH KIDSTOMN

0845 026 2640;
cathkidston.co,uk =2

@ CONTEMPORARY HOME
(THE) 0845 130 8225,
tchonet &4

@ CURRYS D844 561 6263;

currys.co.uk &

@ CUSHION EMPORIUM
01543 414499 cushion
emparium,co.uk &

@ DEBENHAMS

0B84l 567 6161;
debenhams.com B2

@ DFS 0800110 5000
dfs.co.uk =

@ DULUX 0870 444 1111;
dubix couk

@ FEATHER & BLACK
01243 380600;
featherandblack com B2
@ FRANCES HUNT
01375 893422:
franceshunt.co.uk =

@ HOMEBASE D845 077
B888; homebase.co.uk =
@ JANE HORMNSBY

01830 530160,
Janehormsby com =)

@ JELD-WEN 0845 122
2890; jeld-wen.co.uk

@ JOHM LEWIS 0845 604
904%; johniewis.com &

® LAURA ASHLEY

0B71 983 5999;
lauraashley.com =1

@ LIFESTYLE

SHUTTERS 01825 760722
lifestyleshutters.couk

@ LONDON ALCOVE
COMPANY (THE}

020 BATL 7026;
londonalcovecom

@ MAGNET 01325
T44094; magnet.co.uk

@ MARK PLANT
KITCHEN DESIGN

020 B371 9799;
markplant oo.uk

® MARKS & SPENCER
0845 609 0200;
marksandspencer.com &
@ MR WANDLE'S
WORKSHOP 020 8870 5873

@ NEW ENGLAND
LIFESTYLE 0870 871 6292;
newenglandlifestyle.com =
® NEXT 0844 844 B333;
reext.oo.uk B0

@ NOTOMTHEHIGHSTREET,
COM D845 259 135%;
notonthehighstreet.com =
® 0'GORMANS D845 330
3655; ogormans.co.uk

® ORIGINAL BEDSTEAD
COMPANY (THE}

01424 428207;
sleepingsolutions.co.uk =
@ PEDALCAR.ORG.UK
01702 582545;
pedalcar.ong.uk &

® PEDLARS 01330 850400,
pediars.co.uk &4

® SHEERHOME 020 7737
5004; sheerhome.co.uk &2
@ TESCO DIRECT

0845 600 4411;

tesco.com [

® WALLPAPERDIRECT
01323 430886;
wallpaperdirect.co.uk =2

@ WILKINSON

0845 608 DE0T;

wilkinsonplus.com &

PHOTOGRAFHS SIMON WHITMORE PLANS PERSONA-[D GET JULIE'S LOOK COPY BETHAN JOHN

FEATURE KAREMN GOOCH STYLING EMMA CLAYTON BOX COPY BETHAN 10HN
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Julie has created a warm and glamorous bedroom
using feminine prints and French-style furniture

GREAT DEAL
INTRICATE WORK RAINBOW SHAPES
This polished-chrome Want a more modern
bedstead would be the bed? Then try this
focal point of a room curvy model instead ——

Emrsrubed The Original Rainbow bed, Argos
e Bedstead Company

DELICATE DETAILING BLOOMING LOVELY
Porcelain flowers and Create a boudoir feel
leaves give this light with roses and crystols -
Cream floral chandelier, | T

The Contemporary Home L "‘"_ | ——e

DUAL PURPOSE
Perfect for using as a
desk or dressing table
Rochelle dressing table,
Angela white dressing Frances Hunt
table, Sheerhome

{ PN

FLORAL PATTERN Try this rose paper LEAFY PRINT Bring nature into your

) for a feminine-looking feature wall room with this low-key folinge design

' Arabella P435/04, Designers Guild Diva 7, Brewers range, Wallpaperdirect
range, Wallpaperdirect e

SHINIMNG LIGHT With its
elegant cut-glass base, this
sparkler is a real steal
Fulton table lamp, Wilkinson

STAR QUALITY Add some
Hollywood glamour with
a foceted-gloss lamp base
Felicity table lamp, Bhs
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